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Introduction

This report is for a watching-brief conducted on behalf of the North of Scotland Water Authority by the author for water outfall inspection chambers being constructed at Balintore. 
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Site Location

See over

Historical Background

The area of the watching brief lies adjacent to a number of recorded sites, most notably a number of burials. The sites are recorded in the Highland Council Sites and Monuments Record (NH 87 NE 5 & 14) and comprise of the recording of 9 sites of burials in the period 1919 to 1982. The last of these finds in 1982 was made when the sewage pipes related to the current work were installed.

The remains are predominantly thought to be Bronze Age in date though the find in 1937 of a group of 13 individuals in an extended position may indicate an early Christian cemetery existed here also.

Objectives

To monitor the ground works to record those archaeological deposits or features uncovered or those that cannot be preserved in situ as result of the work. A copy of the specification provided by Highland Council Archaeology Unit is enclosed.

Methodology

The area for each inspection chamber was machine excavated using a back-acting machine with 1.8m ditching bucket. 

Weather on the day of work was overcast with sunny periods.

Results

A monitoring of the areas of excavation (centred NH 870 760) revealed no archaeological features or deposits related to any of the sites. All the areas of excavation lay close on the foreshore. Details of each site is as follows :

- Park Street – NH 8604 7530 - Excavation is 2m by 2m by 1.6m deep. No turf or topsoil as being at foreshore. Excavation reveals part of previous trench for existing chamber, through sand. Area has previously been disturbed. No archaeological deposits or features noted.

- Bowling Green – NH 8694 7598  - Excavation is 3m by 3m by 2m deep. No topsoil as being at foreshore, only a slight turf covering. Excavation reveals partly shore erosion barrier of broken rock over sand. No archaeological deposits or features noted.

- King Street – NH 8718 7631 - Excavation is 2m by 2m by 1.6m deep. No turf or topsoil as area is area for use for nearby slipway. Excavation reveals made up ground relating to it. Area has previously been heavily disturbed with inclusions of brick and modern rubbish. No archaeological deposits or features noted.

- Lady Street – NH 8737 7672 - Excavation is 2m by 2m by 1.8m deep. No topsoil as being at foreshore, only a slight turf covering. Excavation reveals part of previous trench for existing chamber, through sand. No archaeological deposits or features noted.

Archive

Notebook of results to be deposited in the National Monuments Record in Edinburgh.

Colour slides of the work are deposited with Highland Council Archaeology Unit.

Recommendations

No recommendations with regards to this project are to be proposed.
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