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Introduction

This report is for a field investigation conducted on behalf of Bell Ingram by the author for a watching brief on a water pipe trench and an inspection of an area of excavation for an agricultural barn at Braemore, by Lairg. 
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Site Location

(Line of pipe trench indicated by dotted line)

Historical Background

The area of the development and watching brief lies adjacent to a number of recorded sites, most notably a burnt mound, with recorded hut circles in the vicinity. The sites are recorded in the Highland Council Sites and Monuments Record as follows:

- NC 50 SE 053 – Burnt mound at NC 5524/0303 of15m by 13m and c1.2m in height.

- NC 50 SE 004 – Hut circle at NC 5578/0289 of 12m diameter.

- NC 50 SE 080 – Enclosure at NC 5570/ 0280.

Both the 2 later sites are situated on the opposite side of the Grudie Burn.

Objectives

The objectives of this work were in 2 parts.

Part 1 – To investigate an area of excavated ground to check if any archaeology had been destroyed and do a walkover survey of the line of a pipe trench to identify any archaeological sites. A copy of the specification provided by Highland Council Archaeology Unit is enclosed.

Part 2 – To conduct a watching brief on the excavation of the pipe trench. A copy of the specification provided by Highland Council Archaeology Unit is enclosed.

Site Conditions

The area under investigation is comprised of arable grazing with small areas of reed-grass. Weather on the days of work (June 20th & July 3rd 2000) were overcast with sunny periods.

Results

An inspection of the area of excavation (see photos 1 & 2), centred NC 5522 0302, of 30m by 18m which had been excavated without archaeological supervision revealed no archaeological features to be present in the sections exposed with topsoil being 5-10cm in depth overlying natural. The only deposit revealed was a small amount of fire-cracked stone 9m away from the NE corner (see photo 3) and lying 8m south of the recorded burnt mound (NMRS NC50SE 56 at NC 5524 0303) (see photo 1 & 2). It is possible that the two are related. No charcoal was found to enable a radiocarbon date to be made.

A walkover of the proposed route of the water pipe trench revealed 4 previously unrecorded sites:

- Hut circle – NC 5522/0311 – (see photo 4) – c.7m in diameter with signs of internal and external walling with entrance at SE.

- Rectangular structure – NC 5521/0307 – (see photo 5) – 7m by 4m of rubble construction, no sign of entrance. Possible lamb pen or kale yard.

- Clearance cairns – Group of 3 centred at NC 5522/ 0308 – 3 small cairns of 1-2m diameter of unknown date. A note is made under the record of the burnt mound at NC 5524/0303 of a number of clearance cairns situated nearby but not recorded separately.

- Turf and stone dyke. –NC 5521/0315 to NC 5518/0316 (see photo 6) dyke of c.40cm in height, eroded in sections by sheep.

The watching brief was made on the removal of turf and topsoil for a water service trench for the proposed agricultural barn. Sites previously noted were marked out to prevent any damage by contractor’s machinery. Also with the above sites being identified the line of the trench was altered to avoid any damage to any of these sites.

Turf and topsoil of black-peaty soil was removed to an average depth of 15-20cm overlying orange-red silt natural. No features or deposits were revealed to a trench of a width of 40cm over a length of about 120 metres.

Recommendations

No recommendations with regards to this development project are to be proposed. 

Advice of the need of a fuller detailed area survey was given to the developer to be of an advantage to any future development or being part of any farm management plan or related ESA or CPS scheme, was to be considered.

Archive

Notebook of results to be deposited in the National Monuments Record in Edinburgh. A set of colour slides has been deposited with Highland Council Sites and Monuments Record.
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Photographic details

1 – View of excavated area from south.

2 – View of burnt mound in relation to excavated area from south.

3 – View of burnt stone in section from west – scale 1m.

4 – View of hut circle from south-east – scales 1m.

5 – View of rectangular structure from south-east – scale 1m.

6 – View of dyke from south-east – scale 1m.
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