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1.0 Background

The author was asked by UPM Tilhill to carry out an archaeological evaluation, consisting of a desk-based assessment and rapid walk-over survey, of an area of proposed woodland planting at Dalmore Rock, or Creag na Dalach Moire, on the south side of Strath Fleet at Rogart in Sutherland. The object of the evaluation was to identify previously recorded archaeological sites or sites of archaeological or historical interest, to check the accuracy of their records and note associated minor features such as field systems, and to locate and record previously unidentified archaeological features. The ensuing gazetteer of archaeological sites will inform the design of the planting scheme and recommend measures for mitigating the impact of the scheme on the archaeological record.

2.0 Archaeological Background

No previous archaeological evaluation has been carried out in or adjacent to the proposed planting area. One site has been recorded on the Highland Sites and Monuments record (SMR) as a result of a desk-based investigation of early Ordnance Survey maps:

· Dalmore Granite Quarry at NC 713 023, SMR no. NC70SW0182 (This grid reference is inaccurate)

Recent fieldwork associated with the laying of a new water mains along the route of the minor road to the south of the croftlands of Ardochu, west of Dalmore (C. Dagg, 2000) discovered a number of previously unrecorded sites, including prehistoric hut circles, in addition to a number of hut circles and other monuments occupying the high ground outwith the croft lands, indicating a high level of settlement and land use in the Bronze and Iron Ages

3.0 Historical Background

The prominent Dalmore Rock is recorded on the 1st edition Ordnance Survey map, published in 1879, as covered in coniferous forestry planting. This plantation is enclosed, and there is no indication of quarry workings at this date. There is a trackway leading around the perimeter of the plantation.

The granite quarry is likely to have come into production soon after this date, as it is most likely that this granite was used in the building of what is now Acheilie Lodge, originally the public school for the west end of the strath, built in 1884. Other estate buildings in the strath are built from the same quarried granite. It is possible that the stone was exported by rail from the nearby Pittentrail station.

4.0 Gazetteer of Archaeological Sites

The following archaeological features were noted during the rapid walk-over survey, carried out on November 2nd in good weather conditions:

1. Dalmore Granite Quarry at NC 709 029, SMR no. NC70SW0182. The extent of the quarry workings is clearly defined by the platform built up of tailings, backed by the exposed rock face (Photos 1,2), extending from NC 7088 0295 to NC 7093 0290. Within this level area, a number of scattered abandoned stones bear the signs of having been worked, specifically by splitting by peg and feather (Photos 3,4) The area is now overgrown and partially flooded, and it is not possible to investigate whether there was access to the workings from the SE. The main visible access is via a sunken trackway from the NW, (Photo 5) an extension of the old track running up the hill from the railway underpass, immediately above the present road. This would seem the most practical route for transporting the stone down to the road.

2. Trackway from NC 7071 0305 to NC 7078 0278. A sunken trackway with what may be a low turf bank on its north side, east of the present access route to the area of improved grazing

Although not within the area of proposed planting, a previously unrecorded hut circle was noted within the area of improved ground to the west, at NC 7059 0282, indicating prehistoric activity in the vicinity. There are no associated cultivation remains, although these may have been removed by subsequent improvement.

5.0 Recommendations

It was noted that the Dalmore Quarry is listed as a visitor attraction on the Rogart community website, together with a location map but without any accompanying text. However, this fact indicates the attitude of the local community to the site, suggesting that is has a value as an aspect of their local heritage. Therefore it is unadvisable to block the access to the workings, or obscure the features. The access track from the NW should be left as an open route, and regeneration should be monitored and controlled.

The trackway, site 2, appears to be outside the fenced area of the scheme and should be unaffected.
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