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Walking the Corrieyairack Pass
A’ coiseachd Mam Choire Ghearraig

The Corrieyairack Pass crosses the Monadhliath Mountains,
connecting the two communities of Fort Augustus, in the
Great Glen to the north; and Laggan, in Badenoch to the
south. The 25 mile Pass takes you through scenic glens and
past ancient woodland to open moor and high hill, following

a historic route used by travellers for centuries.

The Corrieyairack is ideal for exploring in summer, with
short walks available at each end of the Pass. The full route
provides a more challenging experience for the hill walking
enthusiast.

Be Prepared Before You Go Bi ullaichte
Even in summer, weather conditions can be
changeable and severe along the route. Please
check the weather forecast and carry or wear
the following items:

* Warm waterproof clothing, walking boots

* Map and compass and know how to use them
* First aid kit, survival bag

* Food and water

* Watch, whistle and torch

Assess your own health and fitness against the route
distance and conditions.

In the event of an accident, only alert the Emergency
Services if self help is impossible or unrealistic. Please note
that mobile phones may not work along the route.

It is not advisable to walk this route during winter
(October to April).

For further safety advice contact the

Mountaineering Council of Scotland at:
www.mountaineering-scotland.org.uk

Local Facilities
Bothies can be found at Melgarve and Blackburn, 9 miles
apart. www.mountainbothies.org.uk

Both communities at Laggan and Fort Augustus offer a range
of facilities and services including local walks and informa-
tion on the local heritage. To find out more, contact:
www.laggan.com Community Office 01528 544383,
Tourist Office 01479 810363

www.fortaugustus.org Tourist Office 01320 366367
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" May to September

An Céitean chun an t-Sultainn

‘S fhiach a ghleid
Although the military road has been badly eroded and
damaged in places, it remains the longest surviving

stretch of Wade road in Britain, and is designated as a

Scheduled Ancient Monument of national importance.

You can help to conserve the Corrieyairack:
Please leave your vehicles before reaching the military
road. The Corrieyairack is not maintained as a public
road and is not suitable for use as one. Highland
Council will not accept responsibility for any accident
or injury caused by ignoring this warning.

Please take precautions to minimize damage when
walking on the road, such as avoiding the shortcuts
that are eroding the traverses.

Please observe the Country code.

Please take all rubbish home with you.

Please report any damage or other problems to:
Senior Archaeologist, Highland Council Tel: 01463 702502,
Email: archaeology@highland.gov.uk

Photos courtesy of: Stewart Geddes, Laurie Campbell,

The Highland Council Highland Folk Museum.
Text: Elspeth Grant.

Designed by Edward Garden Graphic Design, Dingwall, Ross & Cromarty.




Fort Augustus
[El

Map not suitable for

The Corrieyairack was maintained as a military road
throughout the [8th century until it was handed over to
the Commission for Highland Roads and Bridges in 1814.
However by 1818 it was superseded by a new lower level
road between Laggan and Spean Bridge. Road maintenance

ceased from 1830, although bridge repairs continued until

1850 to provide for drovers still using the route.

More recently in the 20th century, the eastern approach was tarred to Melgarve by the
local authority, and repairs carried out on some bridges by the Association for the
Protection of Rural Scotland. You will notice that some bridges have been bypassed by road

and river realignments.

Today, the Corrieyairack pass is popular with hillwalkers and provides access

navigation Abbey L) for farmers, deer stalkers and also the electricity workers
N +Site L > who maintain the adjacent power line running between
Glendoebeg ' P &
SI‘(i'tler?fim-tiz_n v Fort Augustus and Rannoch Moor. However, the route
ilchu ; <
w E Barracks " Cill Chuimein has not been maintained as a public road
' for over 150 years.
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Fort Augustus 7 zags. that the Corrieyairack
[ .. \ : was impassable in winter
| [t s '-. - Carna due to snow and 'an evil
tocn & . T ® Chuilinn spirit which the country
wiy ey le devoutly believed
LY v '; people devoutly believe Listen for the distant lament of
T Blackburn % to have dwelt there time the lonely piper, said to haunt the
A 'u'- Corrieyairack out of mind". Pass. Many travellers including a
Corrie .
Yorlack } -‘T,?m Buidhe A Hill A Creag group of soldiers in 1958, have
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plentiful milk from the cattle A ‘\‘ 35 Garvabeg E:;;n;z:: Inn and g Ge‘.qa‘-'
. . Ty a e . . - drove stance L]
whlch.thrlved there. One yoat Melgarve : e Gawamore
the milk supply stopped, and it \LEO"eSt it
is said that this was the work of b(a‘- AR L kL Carva W (big rough ford) Ballmishag E Laggan
witches and goblins. . T‘:.\e‘\ Look out for ghostly Bridge Crathie
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digesting insects, which are G\e(\ i KEY
attract.ed g SHEHTY 38k :,Y(\g — Wade road single track tarred
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Garva Bridge to Melgarve return 8.5 miles Da IWhInn Ie

(13km) 2.5hrs

Golden ringed
dragonfly on bog myrtle

W Melgarve to bottom of south zig zags return
6miles (10km) 3hrs

Look out for
dragonflies with their
iridescent colours

Fort Augustus to top of north zig zags return
7 miles (1 1km) 3hrs

Terrain and rattling wings. In

Varied quality from rough, stony and steep on . late summer the
higher sections, to tarred road from Melgarve to ;
< males and females
Laggan and from cemetery to Fort Augustus.

mate and can be seen

Dambhan nathrach

Please keep your dog under control and on a lead near A
an Oir Roid

stock.

Please keep to the road. Be aware that deer stalking
takes place July to February.

2500ft - 762metres

Path profile G

| Fr Augustus 30mt |00ft

Midge
Meanbh-chuileag

The Gaelic scholar Alexander MacBain from Badenoch thought
that the name Corrieyairack was an anglicisation of the Gaelic Coire
Ghearraig meaning 'the corrie of the short one' (burn). However, some
local people from Badenoch and Fort Augustus explain the name as being

the ‘red corrie'. An Coire Deare.

Wetland bogs are ideal for
midges. On still summer days
these tiny flies can be a real
nuisance to walkers. Please
be prepared and take insect
repellent and a midge hood.

bog myrtle leaves and run!

Nature shaped by people and ice...
..look around as you walk through the Pass.

Rounded heather clad hills, deep corries and long glens have

Lus na Feannaig

Crowberry

been shaped by the last ice sheet, 20,000 years ago. The great

expanse of Loch Ness to the north, follows the line of the Spy for golden eagles and peregrines

Great Glen Fault. soaring over rocky crags and open hill.

The soft wet ground and peaty pools of

Over the centuries, human impact has changed the variety, the moor provide good feeding ground

colour and texture in the landscape. Notice the striped patches for waders such as dunlin and curlew.

vl : : W= ' Listen out for the skylark. Birds too
on the heather hillsides around you. This practice of 'muirburn ) _y
. ) have reduced in variety and number
creates the best conditions for rearing grouse.

over the last few hundred years.

Cowberry flower
Lus nan Bo-dhearc

Woodland cover has reduced over the centuries
since the introduction of sheep and increase in deer
numbers. Passing through Glen Tarff, you will see a
remnant of ancient woodland which would once
have extended up the hillsides, sheltering red deer.

If caught.ou.t.. try smearing . scorrish :l?ghland
yourself in juice from crushed This leaflet Council
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