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"NH 721 767, Scotsburn wood, Chambered calrn,
"3ae continuation card for text and plan, & supplemented text on the six cairng in fhis area.

550m NNE of Scotsburn House."(6)



6. " * Full name ig 'Scotsburn Wood West'."(5)



(i) HNH 77 Nw 021

B: (UH 7218 7679) Ceirn (1)

ROS 48 t Description. 'The cairn is within the Farestey Commission plantation, at a
?ﬁ%’{“SHURN woon litde under 6oo fr o, The cairn material had been almost completely
(0.2C., rectangulac) removed before the remains were plovghed through and planted. The
FParisk Logic Easter diameter seems to have been about 6o ft.
],:\"(‘)':,':E”I"‘tlm w of Scotshuen Must of the large stones which formed the chamber walls survive. The
Map reference NI 721767 entrance has been from the ESE. A pair of split slabs, about o [t within the
Sheel LIVNW; NIg7NW apparent edge of the cairn, form the portals leading into a short passage.
{/’-:?:(';}’5*756'; and J.C.w. tl‘hcy project 1 ft 4 in., and are st 2 fr apart, slighdy askew so that their
inner ends point up the passage. ‘F'he stone on the & side of the passage
rennins. ‘The passage, 4 ft 6in. long, is divided from the chamber by a
second pair of transverse stones. These stones, set 2 [t 4 in. apart, are of
similar height, now exposed for 1 ft 5in. and 1t g in,, the passage stone
being very slightly lower. The N transverse stone is a considerable boulder,
up to 1 {t 10 in. thick.
The chamber was about 15 ft long, divided into two compartments by a
pair of low but massive divistonal stones, exposed for 4 and § in, The lintel
which had rested on these stones has fallen to the w, the present flac E edge
having been the lower surface, The lintel measares 7 ft toin, long, 2 ft 5 in.
deep (former width), and 2 fr wide (former thickness). One stone remains
on the § side of the outer compartment,
The inner compartment is defined by three stones. That on the n side
is about 2 ft 6in, tller than the divisional stones, but the s side stone is
constderahly lower than the N slab, and the w end, which slopes down, is
hidden at present. The back-slab is 6 [t 7 in. in total height, 3 ft wide, and
1 1t . thick. Tt has recently fallen forwards, and three vertieal faces of iy
socket were guite fresh at the time of our visit. The scetion suggests that the
stone was set about 1t into the subsoil. At the present ground level a
horizental slah is visthle, set with a straight edge to abut the back-slab. Over
mast of the chamber there 1s about 2 ft of debris, but in the inner compart-
ment 2 deep hole, going below ground level, has been dug and has caused
the fall of the back-slzh.
Under the back-slab a slab lies displaced, probably fallen from the upper
surface of the s side slab, The fallen slab micasures 3 ft long, 2 fi wide and
g in. thick. .
The inner compartment is 6 ft 6 in. wide, and the ourer compartment
was presumably of a simiilar size. The back-slab was not nearly wide enough (5)
to fill the w end of the chamber and support the side slabs dircetly, '

Scotsburn' Woed West, Ros 48

"‘ "-I
\C' \",,\ \ (5)

3o Feet

"NH 7218 7679. Chambered Cairn (remains of)."(H)

3 Metrns



Cairn "D" (KH 7260 7687) lies in the forestry

5 8
plantation, 550' ebove sea level on a S-facing hillside. 212 i;)(o 9m)
It has been c. 50' in diameter and the remains are M oto - .
L' hizh (1.2m)

¥eny of the orthostats of a chamber or passages oan
be identified, their tops, generally, level with the
remzxing qf the cairn. The entrance has been from the WNW
c. 13' within the present edge of the cairn. The passage (4.1m)
is 10'6¢" long and the chamber entrance 1'9" wide, The (3.4m)(0.5m)
chamber, c. 14'6" long, has two compartments divided by a (4.5m)
pair of transverse slabs with an entry between them.
Cairn "E" (NH 7218 7679) is in the Forestry
plantation a little under 600' above sea level. The
cairn material had been almost completely removed before
the remains were ploughed through and planted. The
.diumeter seems to have bsen c. 60'. (18.4m)
Most of the large stones which formed the chamber
walls survive. The entrance was from the E35. A pair

of split slabs c. 10' within the apparent edge of the (3.0m)

cairn form the entrance to a short passage 4'6" long (1.4m)

vhich is divided from the chamber by a pair of transverse

stones set 2'L" apart. : (0.6m)
The chamber was c, 15' long, divided into two C (4. Tm)

compartments by a pair of low massive stones. The lintel

which had rested on these stones has fallen to the W.

OUne stone remains on the S side of the outer compartment.

The inner compartment, 6'6" wide, is defined by three (2.0m)
stones, the back-slab having recently fallen forward.

(FROM HUNSHALL, VOL. 2, APPLIES TO SITES 020 AND 021)

Cairn A: Not located,

Cairn B: Mo trace.

Cairn C: t5.5m in diameter and 1.%m high, truncated
in the S by a forestry road. The centre has been
partially removed but there is no trace of u chamber.

, 'D', sub-circuler, measuring c. 15.5m NW-SE by c.
14eOm transversely,.and 1.2m high. The dug-out centre
shows one or two slabs of an Orkney-Cromarty chamber,
entered from the 3E, whioch is mainly obscured by debris.

"E" has probably measured sbout 15.0m in diemeter,
but most of the cairn has been removed, leaving exposed
the orthostats of an Orkney~Cromarty chamber entered
from the SE. Projecting NW from each snd of the back
slab are two more slabs on edge which appear to be the
remains of a secondary chamber.

Cairn F: no trace. (OSFI: A A:14.3.1973.)

Re-surveyed at 1:2500.



(11) : - HNH 77 NW 005, + 018-022

A: (NH 7304 764h) Calrn HNE 77 NW 005" SUFPLEMENTAL TEXT.
: (NH 7300 7649) Cairn ENE 77 X¥ 018
: (NH 7282°7673) Cairn H NH!77 MW 019 \

D: ENH 7260 7687) Ceirn HNH 77 NW 020 '

E: (MNH 7248 7679) Ceirn HNH 77 NW 021 (1)

F: (NH 7220 7669) Site of Caiyn HNH 77 N 022

Cirn nem Marbh (Dead Men's Cairn): This cairn end
“those in Scotsburn Wood are almost certain to mark the
site of a battle. Neighbouring names ers: "Lochen a'
Chlaidheimh" - Sword Lochlet, and Bearnas a' Chlaidlrgfﬁﬁ
- Sword Cleft.

+ « traditionally said to indiecate an anciﬁnt
battle between some Scottish forces and the Danes. (3)

In the arsa centred NH 7261 7667 on the S-facing
slopes of Beirn en Lochain ere, or have been, six caigns
in the positions given. All are in an area that has
been fuirly recently reafforested.

Cairn A 1s a heather-covered mound 11.0m in
dismeter with & maximum height of 2.0m on the W. It has
bsen ploughed and planted with Yyoung firs but this has
at least served to show the stony content of the mound.

There are no remains of cairn B.

Cairn C is 13.0m N-S and has a falrly level top now
of bare stons, The perimeter is covered (heather)
except on the S side where the cairn is now skirted by s
forestry road. The greatest height of the ceirn is 1.0m.

Cairn D is 14,0m in diameter and hus a maximum
height of 1.2m. It consists of bare stone and just ¥ of
its oentre a laree slab stands on edge :hich together
with a few other larze stones nearby mey form or have
formed part of a chambsr or ocist. Any such feature is
at present, howsver, obscured by the abundance of smaller
rubble,

Cairn E has been much mutilated by ploughing and
tree plenting. It appears to have been 16.0m in diametsr
and is now generally level with the ground. In the
centre of the cairn, four large, slabs, one of which has
fallen, form the NW end of a chember 5.5m long and 3.0m
wide, aligned NW-SE. The largest of thess stones i3 3at
across the chamber, dividing it into two compertments, A
passaze 0.8m wide and 2.0m long can be discerned at the
SE end marked by four stones, two set on each sige.

Thers are no remeins of caim F,

No further information concerning the battle
tradition. , 8 (0SFI: RDL: 17.5.1963.)





