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"NH 7106 6424, Poyntzfield: The present mansion (formerly SDD 1isted: 'B', now SDD listed: FA')
dates from 1757. It is locally said to occupy the gite of an earlier house. Portions of two late
17th century dormer window-pediments are prearved in the garden."(1)
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Poyntzfield Holse, Ross and Cromarty
18th century AD.

NH 710642. In the Black Isle, 8 km SW of
Cromarty, ofl B 9163. (Now a restaurant.)

This charming 18th century house is a more modest
affair than the great mansions of Foulis and Dunrobin,
and it is representative of other laird’s houses on the
east coast and a few on the west. It is dated 1757 under
the pediment. Once known as Ardoch, it was formerly
the seat of the Gordons of Ardoch, but sold to a Munro
in the late 18th century and renamed Poyntzfield,
reputedly in honour of a Munro surnamed Poyntz. Its
partial resemblance to Foulis Castle (no. 31), also a
Munro house, is curious, and one wonders if the
pediment, and the view room on top of the tower,
were incorporated in deliberate imitation of the other
house.

Povntzfield has a main block of three storeys with two
lower wings forming a courtvard in front, and is
harled and painted. At the back is an octagonal stair
tower with a view room at the top and attractive ogee-
domed slate roof. A drawing-room with decorative
plaster frieze and an angled bay was added in the late
18th century; this is now the dining-room. Outside the
front door are two carved stone pediments, formerly
above dormer windows, one dated 1673, suggesting
that there may have been an earlier house on the site.

There are two old sundials in the garden, one either
side of the house. Along the north drive is a simple
one-storey mill building with the crowstepped miller’s
house beside it.
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