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AN UNUSUAL type of early medieval
guernsgtens has been uncovered during
an archaeoleglcal dig at Inverness,

It was found during a emall-scale
excavntion, organised by Inverness
Museum and Art Gallery, 8! the "swim-
ming pool end™ of Friars Street,

The stona Is thought to date from
around 1200-1250 AD, and what
makes It unusual Is the ornamentation
— a carved human head. .

The museum’s srchaeologlst, Jilf
Harden, eald yesterday: “This Is the
sandstone bass of a pot-quern, with 8
hole leading through the mouth of the
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HNH 64 NE 047

EXCITING find for
Inverness Archae-
ologist Jill Harden as
she examing the
quernstone un-
covered in the town,

PICTURE
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carving, from which the qround meal
would fall. They are qulte rare,”

The quernstons was found near the
alte of the anclont frlary of the Deminl-
can Black Frlara, and it 1s thought 10
have caome from there. Ji Bald:
"Pregsumahly, it was orgiginally setona
pedestal within one of the gund!ngs
and would have been an ltem for
admiration as well as use.”

The dig was srranged In advance of
Invernass Dlistrict Council's proposed
housling rehatiiitaion of the area.

The quernstone will go on displny at
the museum shortly. '
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