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On wwooded knoll opposite Isle Maree is an artificial cave, called
Uamh an Oir, or *the cave of gold,” about forty yards from the
margin of the loch. It is an old excavation, made by searchers for
the precious metal, which is ‘said to have been found there but in
unremunerative quantity.  Dr Cochran-Patrick, in his ¢ Tarly Records
relating to Mining in Scotland,” gives many interesting facts on the
subject of gold mining.  Gilbert de Moravia is said to have discovered
gold at Durness in Sutherland in r245.  The Scottish Parliament
granted to the Crown in 1424 all the gold mines in Seotland.  Gold
mines were commenced on Crawford Moor during the reign of James
IV, about r5rx.  During the minority of James VI. Cornelius de
Vois, a* Dutchman, obtained in 1567 a license from the Regent
Murray to work gold and silver for nincteen years in any part of Scot-
land. Cornelius de Vois had several partners who held shiates in the
adventure.  The gold is said to have been found by them principally
in the glens and valleys. “This “ cave of gold” may have been made
by them. Many later attempts were wade to find gold as well as -
silver.  There is nothing whatever to shew when the search which
resulted in the formation of the * cave of goid 7 took place.  Accord-
ing to the New Statistical Account {Appendix E), this excavation was
made by some one seeking a vein of silver, and several old people
now living say the sume, but the ‘name “eave of gold” seems to
connect il with the maore precious Iﬁ.clnl. -



