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52.

HND 36 NE 0054

1
(ND 3761 6761) Broch (NR) (remains of) 1)
The remains of a 2nd - 3rd centufy broch founded on purs
sand among the sandhills of Freswick Bay and now
practically obscured by sand and debris.
Excavated by Sir Francis Tress Barry betwsen 1890 and 1900, (2)

it measures 32 ft 8 ins in diameter within a wall, 11 ft
6 ins thick, which has a scarcement and two mural cells.
fhe wall is generally 7 ft bigh 'but is partly broken down
on the side towards the land, where the original entrance
probably was. Facing to NE is an entrance passage by the
foot of the stair, of which fourtsen stepas still remain.
It goes up to the left from the middle of the entrance
passage. . . Twe curved walls of secondary construction
iivide the interior area of the hroch into segments,’
¥inds include a cup-marked stone, rhich wasg in front of
Jobn Nicolson's house at ilybster (KD 3663) in 1910.
1 ¢ A 3% include a plan, presumably based on 3ir (33
c Tress Zarry's excavation plan, obut apparently
s compared with Andarson's description, 3o shat
1vrance with the stair is in the SW instead of the
. s plan also shows ocutbuildings attached to the ¥
de of the broch.
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The broch is now obscured 5y sand, debris and a later (OSFI:RD:9.9.1965)
tuilding attached to its N side, but survives in the ferm

of several short stretches of internal and external

w#alling, 0.3 @ high on the N, § and S sides. Along the =
side of the outer wall, two short sections of walling
which may belong to an outbuilding may be traced.
fesurveyed at 1:2500.

The cup-marked stone is now part of an exhibition in *he
old schoolhouse a2t Nybster (ND 3682 6168). (HND 36 SE 009}

The very obscurs remains of the broch are generally as (OSFI:JB:12.7.1982)
described by the previous authorities. The 'later

building noted by the previous field investigator is the

outbuilding illustrated oy the R ¢ A i M, whose plan is

approximately 50° i of N incorrect in orientation.

Recent back-filled excavation by Batey (b) has taken place (b.G.BATEY,DURHAM
here. ' UNIVERSITY)
rublished survey {1:2500) correct.

A cup-marked stone with six or seven cups on it at
Fummerbank Houss (ND 3684 6361) ia possibly that found at
The broech. (HND 36 SE 009}

"Fpreagwick sands, Parish of Canisbay, Calthnesa ND 376676. A kin
to Weaster this broch ig bullt on the sandhills at Freawick Bay. .
The inner diameter is 32£¢8"(9.9m}. There is a wall Gallery, stairs

and a 12ft(3.67m} long wall-chambez." {4)
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HND 36 NE 005

34, #roch, Freswick Lins—Situated among Lhe sand-hills abgul:
4 m. N. of Freswick ITouse, is a broch (fig. 6) the foundations of which

]’H”[W] { T T o

Fta, 8.—Broch, Freswick Links (No. 34); Ground-plan,

rest on the puresand. It was excavated by the late Sir Francis Tress
Barry, and described by Dr Joseph Anderson, but it is now in a very
ruinous condition and its features largely obscured by sand and debria.
On excavation the broch wall was found to be 11 6” thick, with a

scarcoment 12 to 18” wide on the inside : it enclosed an interior area
32" 8” in diameter. The wall was for the greater part of its extent
about 7" high, but was partly broken down on the W. side where the
original entrance probably had been. Tacing NT. is atill visible the
entrance passage by the foot of the stair, 2’ 9”7 wide, beside which
there was a chamber. Fourteen steps of the stair remained, passing
up to the left from the entrance passage as entored from the exterior,
the steps growing narrower from 3’ 10" in width at the bottom step
to 2° 67 at the highest. At a distance of 17 round to the left from
the inrer end of the entrance passage was the opening to a chamber
in the thickness of the wall, now ruinous. This entrance was 2 3”
in width, and 4" in height, and gave access to an oblong chamber 12’
in fength, 4" in width, and nearly 7’ in height. Directly opposite the
ontrance in the interior is also the entrance, 2 9 wide, to a chamber
not now meagurable. Two curved walls of secondary construction
ronghly divided the interior area into seginents.

There were found in this broch the cup-marked stone now at
Nybster (No. 576 (1)), an oval vessel of sandslone with a rudely
hollowed cavity measuring 6” by 47, and several quern stones.

- Seo Antiguaries, xxxv. p. 143,
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ND 36 NE 005A

Preswich Sands Beoch,  Fhis Tooeh s situatd muong the s hills

mn the mangin of Freswick Bay s Hiile to e worth of Preswick House,
Like the Wesler Brach, ils foundulions vest upon puge sl The beoely (213

wall, which is 11 feet 6 inches thick, and s a scocement from 149 o 18

inches Lhick inside, incloses an inlerior weea of 39 feet 8 anches in

dimneter. The senll vomning for the grealer parl of ils oxtenl alont 7 foel,

Bighy W s oty Tioken dawn on (e side boward Lhe Jand, where the

srizinal enlennee [rohalily s, Faciue Lo NI s an entianes passiage Dy

e fook of fhe statr, 2 feel 9 inehoes mowidble There are vemaing of a

. chianther at the oot of e stiriv, of which fowrteen steps «lil vemain, T4,

coesnpbo bhe el fram the middlo of the enbrese praassagey the lowest step

Teivere 3 feel 10 inelios iy widlh, and the steps gradually nurrowing as

they aseend LI e uppermposd, is only 2 feel 6 inclees in widlh, AL a

distanee ol 17 Tt round the interior wall b the Teft of Lhe finer npen-

ol e eafrvanee pasage i Le opening Lo o chamber in the thickness

of the wall on the floor Teved of Ui waea, Thizenbranee is 2 feet 3 inchos

mowidth and J Teet hich, and Jeads into an ol chamber 12 feot in

lengd Dy £ feek in width, anid nearly 7 foet in height, and coved ab the

forther end, Twe ewrved walls of seeandary construclion roughly diviee

the bnlevior aren af the hroel info sefnends,

The objects found in this broch were a boulder of sandstoginri:hrgigfy
i . 1 of gmandstone wi
-marks on its surface, an oval vesge
;2§lzied cavity 6"(152.0mm)} by 4"(101.6mm}, several broken stone
vegsels of similar character, and one or two quern stones.
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From Freswicl Sands Broch.—Twoe hmeri of the Great Auk (now
extinet); narrow piece of bone, notehed on hoth sides at each end; pin
of hone, 1§ inches in length, with glohular head ; pin of bone, 1§ inches
in length ; needle of bone, 31 inches in Jength, the eye imperfect ; hover
of hone, 4 inches in length ; hall of a whorl of hone ; double-edged small-
tooth comb of hone, 2§ inches in length by 1§ inches in width, composel
of =ections held together hy an ornamented slip of bene passing along
the centre of the comb on each side and elamped together by rivets of
hronze ; double-edged comb, 31 ineles in length by 12 inches in width,
ornamented with incised saitires; four portions of similar combs ; two
harers or pointed implements of hone, 64 and 23 inches in Jength ; whorl
of grey sandstone, 13 inches jn diameter, decorated by cight small
cirenlar sinkivgs round the periphery, and also on botit faces by an
incised cirele with founr ares impinging on its inner circumference, each
enclosing a central dot; whorl of rough grey sandstone, 1% inches in
diameler, having seven small cireular sinkings on one {ace and =ix on the
other ; sinker of sandstone, 31 inches in Jengtly, swith shallow groove

round the middle; bent piece of thin, flat bronze with three rivet hnles,

Brass pin, 24 inches in lengtly iron pin, with ornamented
head ; brass hutton, ornamented with a cross pattern : ink-hottle of clay,
14 inches in beight by Tinch by § of an inchin breadih and width ; two
bronze needles, imperfact ; bone needle, 57 inches in length, with flattened
head ; mine fragment= of bronze and twentyv-nine pins of hrass from

Freswick sands

HND 36 NE 0053
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