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"ND 323 565 NORTH KILLIMSTER, BROCH 1050M NNW OF" (7)



HND 35 NW 003A

(ND 3234 5655) Brough (1)
Broch . (site of) (2)

In 1940 this broch was destroyed to allow the construction
of an aerodrome. Prior to this i% had appeared as a grass-
covered knoll about 150 ft in diameter and 9 ft high. It
had been partially excavated in 1904 by Sir Francis Tréss
Barry, when only the W half of the tower was axposed. A
second axcavation was carried out by Calder in 1940,
immediately preceding destruction.

The broch had consisted of a round tower, encircled by a
strong defensive rampart, with a wide, shallow ditch
outside. Originally circular in shape, the tower had been
built with walls some 15 ft thick and an average external
diameter of 62 ft 6 ins. The sntrance had been on the W
with a guard chamber puilt into the thickness of the wall
off the 3 side of the passage. From the inner wall face
thirteen compartments were arranged radially around the
inside of the tower, the divisions consisting of thin
stone slabs set on edge. Structurally it would appear
that these compartments were later than the broch and
possibly early improvements.

Sherds of some twenty vessels were discovered, some of
them rsgembling pottery from the lower levels at
Traprain Law. In 1904 a bone needle was alsoc found on
this site. Other relics found during the 1940

excavation include a saddle quern, several grain rubbers,
dishes, knocking stones, pivot stones, anvils, tether
stones, pot lids, pounders and smocothing stones, a

pestle and a whorl. Also parts of circular querns of
post-Roman date. Fragments of human remains found
indicated an individual of rather small statura.

Finds from the 1904 excavation in the N i A 5 include a (31(4)(5)
bone needle (HD 431), a bone borer (HD 432), a pot (GA

908) and possibly two shorls, one of sandstone and one of

steatite, donated to the N M A S in 1908.

There are no remains of the broch to be seen. (OSFI:RDL:22.4,1963)
Published survey (1:2500) revised.

Thers is no trace of this broch. (OSFI:JM:14.7.1982)
"ND 3234 56 55 Brough." (6)
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507. Broeh, Kilmster.—Situated on arable land from which it is
railed off, 800w, SI. of Skitten croft at Ililmster, is a broch. The
green hillock which conceals its ruins was, in part, excavated by
the lato Sir Francis Tress Barry in 1904, and about one half of the
inner faco of the wall on eilther side of the entrance has been exposed.
The broch is much ruined, and the shaley stones of which it is built
are rapidly disintegrating. The entrance has been from the W. by N.
through a passage some g-#in length, ando4ain width ab the outside.
At 108m inwards is a rebato for a door formed by the widening of the
passage to 14034 and a sill projects for a height of 0w across the floor.
At 655 in rear of the door checks on the right side i3 the entrance
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Fig. 35.—Broch, Kilmater (No. 507); Ground-plan.

(o a guard chamber which has measured some & Fin length, and
148w at greatest width, of which the inner or left side of the wall
ndjacent to the passage is now gone.  The diameter of the interior of
the broch has been some 18- . The greatest height of wall visible in
(he interior iskSy and the thickness of the wall at this level is & 53,
The greatest height of wall visible in the passage is 13im. The
passage roof and also that of the guard chamber are awauting. With-
in the interior, to tho left of the entrance,is an enclesure formed
of upright slabs, the one side of which is in line with the loft wall
of the passage. It ig 1454in length, #36w in Dreadth against the
wall of the broeh, and 10w at the opposite end. A similar enclosure
seems Lo Lave existed on the opposito side of lhe entrance, and a
nmmber of displuced slabs round to the left in the interior imply
the existenco of others. Tmmediately opposite the entrance in
the interior, and some ¥ inwards, a portion of building is exposed:
the side in line with the right wall of the main passage visible for
O-Hmof its length, and the roturn facing the entrance uncovered for a
shorter distance. Ab ¥¥m to the left of the entrance on the face of
the wall in the interior, 1406~ above present ground level, is a recess
some 05asquare at the outside, extonding inwards for 384 and
diminishing in size. There is no sign of a scarcement. On oxcava-
bion it was found that a clay rampart, af highest %@ in height,
encircled the broch revetted on the inner side with a stone wall some

O4fadistant from the tower. This wall remaing visible towards the N.

and appears to curve inwards from the NV, In front of the rampart

was a ditch some B4awide. A plan made by Mr John Nicolson,

Nybster, ab tho time of the excavation is here reproduced (fig. 35).
0.5.M, Carmin, xix. Visited, 3rd June 1910.

HND 35 NW 003 A
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SHEET CAITHNESS XIX.8
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