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HND 16 NW 013

(FD 1255 6879) Standing Stone (Soulptured) (NAT) (1)

Thie symbol stope cnce stood in the ancient burial ground
nttached to the ruined church of St Lartin 2t Ulbster (see

HND34 SW028) and was subsenuently placed over a grave there

which assisted in the defacement of the front side; at
soie other un“rown date it wae removed and placed uprigsht
on an artificial mound in the grounde of Thurso Castle
where its - rposed position (especially the front face
turned to the Castle and the sea) has led to further
iefacement of the sculplurcy the front has also been
mutilated in the upier third with the modern inscription
in Gothic letters 'The Ulbster Stone' by which name it iz
als0 known.
It is a sanustone slab, 5 ft bhigh by 7% ins thick and is
17t wide at the top but 2 ft 6 ins at the bottcw. It is
sculptured on the two main faces partly in relief and
parily with incised lines. This monument has more synbols
than any olher.
Between 19210, when the HCAT) zaw it in the srounds cof
Thurto Lastley, 2nd 1956 il has beon removed to an unlnown
cite (2)

this siepe now ziznds ip the enlrance doecrway of Thurso
Lzeum, The large artificial mound in the grounds of
Thurso Castlle on which it stoed is a result of landscape

(3)

rerdéening  (information supplied by Hon.R.M.Sinclair, Thurgo Eagt).

(OSFI:EGC:18.4,1962)

This ctone is now inside the Tiurso Library and lMuseum

building (Acc Nos ARC €4). (0SFI:TM:16.2.1982)

} o _ o _ Sculpbured
partly in relief and partly with incised iives on both taces are the
following details: Jront-—In the centre a cross with a hend, having
equial arms terminatling in square ends, cusped hollows in the angles
between the arms; a narrow shaft, and a rectangular base. In the
background of the cross, and on each side of the arms, are animals,
one apparently intended for a cow. On the left of the shait two men
kneeling with a cauldron (7) botween thom ; and below, & sorpent. On
the right of the shalt the flower symbol; and below, a horse and colt.
The cross in the centre of the slab is entirely covered with ornament,
arranged in ten scparate panels filled in with the key patlern, intor-
Jaced work, and four-cord plait. Back—In the centre a plain Latin
cross with four equal arms; at the top the elephant, fish, crescent,
and V-sh.]ped rod symbols, and a beast with the lail curved over its
bnelk.  Bolow, the step, hippe-campus, and double dise sywbols (the
latter without tho Z-shaped rod), two crescents, and a small circle. (2)
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Prave XLL--Benlptared Stone (ack), from Ulbater (Noo 1,

HND 16 KW 013
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