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(ND 0408 5783) Creagan a' Bheannnich (NR)

"A round low hillock covered with nlones, the remains of
a chapel sand graveyard. No one ol the present age has
seen anyong interred here, but some of them can point out

two or three graves with rough finl ntones over them shown

to them by there forefathera. 'Thrre fn nothing of the
chapel to be seen except a fow Trree soattered stones.
To whom it has been dedicated ia not known unless, as

some say, there has been m snint of Lhe name of Bheanneaict.

A large stone which stood on end somrwhere near this
place was breken down for building purposes. Part of it
is still to be seen in a wall near Ti¢h a Bheannaich
('House of the Bleseing': ND 040 4J7). Cut on that part
of this stone which is in night, ts n cross and a emall
circle. Besides this there was nn inscription on it,
written in Hebrew, but that is not nmywhere to be peen,'
At Sandside House (NC 95 65) there is a stone with
incised symbols which was found built into s slone dyke
not far from Tigh a' Bheannaich, n nnme which sugpests

the site of an ancient oratory or church.

The stone is

a rectangular sandstone block 2ft %ins long, 9ins broad,
and B8ins thick. On the face is incined a small stemmed
circle or orb, 4ins in diameter, containing an equal-
armed creoss. The stem is 3iins longr, 1ins broad where
it joins the circle, and 14ins nt bnane. Beneabh, and
occupying the breadth of the stene in a plain circle

%ith a diameter of Bins.

In Shurrery there is a chapel 'cnlled Rheannuchan which
seems to be St Benedict's, and il In observable nbout
the plase that the highland peoplo have a great many

expressions which seem to be Latin,!

This is an oval grass-covered slony mound me asuring
17m NW-SE by 14m transversely and 0.9m high. There are
upright stones on the E, S and W vnides, but other than
these there is nothing to indicale thnt a chapel and
graveyard existed in the area; aud the site strongly
resembles the remaing of a _cairn_being comparable with

sites 21D 05 N 006, 007 -+ 011,

Apparently the remains of & very vrrly church, with
associated structures, on a turf-rovered mound. The
mound is about S5ft high, stren wilh earthlast beoulders,
some massive, and a few orthostats. The possible church
surmounts the mound snd measures 2?71l N-§ by 17{t E-W,
and has rcunded corners and walls nhout 2ft thick which
are now merely turf-covered footingus of large boulders.
There is a possible entrance eesl o Lhe centre of the
south wall. There are earthfast boulders all over the
interior, and at the north end is a heap of stones and
boulders which is possibly an altnr platform, though it
is not against the wall, There nre Indications of other

amall structures on the mound.

Nacrarlanetsverslon of the name 'Rhennnuchan' should be
'Bheanauchen' from 'Beannachd', 'benediction' or 'bless-
-ing', and the assumption of a dediecntion to St Benedict
presumably derives from this, and so bas no real author-

-ity.

There is strong svidence “or 5 whareh or chapel in this

resition based on Lhz name Yreagsm ' dheannnich
(verifisd}, the diccovery of a esrosi-ulal, the local

trodition ¢f a chapel and greveyard, and the turf-covernd

"ootings of the boilding 1to-1f, ahlch is

s described

mnd planned by the QCAHL, < 1thoursh Lhere are ;os:itle
“trers of 2 turf-covered wnll -olonting 3.0 1o 4.0 m
furiher G, lovevar, the allsged ceoveyard 15 o Mislinst
Stonomtunie, s enerlied {jf?I) and closely resombles

Carn Liﬂth(fT;DOSTT/OO7)-AJ olly:r rennds in the Shorroery

e coohich mey be opre-vhristion
won (IMDORINI011,012) v he g ‘
Q0T LL S hese mounds decensbrabo upright clabe
crotrading throuvsch the urf i o oocogniseble pattern,
sud 2opocr Lo b2 random nipzsares oF Lhe wound contant;

vreng o ot Shesnnnieh has four sueh orthostats vhich nay

have hern thouyhit to bz prove—mrbiers,

It ie possible thal o church or chap b own
Sdsbing preblctorice mouna; the uanlily

3

O

arectad on an
stone in Lhe

wound is not eowoonsurate with tuebl: from a builaing.

Slbarpatively, the loec2l tradition of a ch.pael and grave.
nrva deviloped Trom the aloe agsunplion thet

yourd ey
Lhe axpo
Beilling and wound are too indistinel lo

2 nlals are grave-markeri The

ranins of the

1l positive

Fat

8ins = 203.20mm
4ing = 101.60mm
3iins 88.90mm
1iins = 38.10mm

(2)

(1) (5)

(N97T:E0C211.4.1061.)

(6)

(NSPT:MVB: 16,102,181
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F1G. 4. ‘Creagan a' Bheannaich’ , Shurrerv.
Caithness



