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" NC 967 648: Reay Parigh Church and enclosure wall are listed category A. buildinga.
Built in 1739 on the T-Plan with a bhell tower at the E end." (1).
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25 DETAILED DESCRIPTION/ DIMENSIONS

88.9 ems high and 22.9cms wide lower
Square, aculptured gandetone pillar.
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4T TEXT

"See attached photocopies for text and illust.
"{NC 9673 6482) A Pictish aculptured stone, a square sandstone pillar 35%ins (88.9cms) high and

about 9 ins (22.%cns) wide, and not likely to
built into the S wall of Reay Parish Church,
lower part of the shaft is migging. It may be
monument, a squared pillar-stone."

(1) (2).

"Sego 111:=1%

of (13"

be later than the 8th century, was found in 1947,
and was donated to the NMAS (Acc No: IB 267). The
part of a cross-shaft, or a completely new type of
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HNC 96 SE 001 B

218 PROCEREDINGS OF TIIE SOCIETY, 1949-50. (1)

7. Previsn ScunprtunpE FrRos HEAY.

111 1947, when the south wall of Reay I'arislh Churely, Caithness, was being
a sculptured stone was found built into it.  After con-

siripped of old pinster,
the ik Seasion have added this most

andtation with the Ministry of Works,
interesting stone to the National Museun:,

T consiata of a aquare pillar of reddish sardsione 354 inches high, the Lothom
roken, howaver,  faelh side is abouat 9 inches wide.  The decorntion, as can e
MNpre XXV, ia {Int reiicf, execentod by hasnmmering o “pur‘l{l]\.g.“ O the
Srond thore is o cress with n equare sxpnnsion nt the top, covered with o dizgonal
Loy padtern,  On the right gide thers nre sucesssively from top: to bottem o mors
thar hemispherieal blank hoss, a nound {snapping al the atag round the coruer),
a swling cow wearing o betlo a kneeling ecw. a horse trotiing in tha opposite
divection from the other auimais, and lostly a plain aurinee. The cows have
crudely incised joint apirala with long stems. O the Tej2 side is o stone rinting
spiral that had formed four roundels, of which one hns neen chitselled off. The
top of the pillar has also been chiseliod, and there is a dowel hole sunk in the hack,
all no doubt done al. some relatively reeent fime.

Though roughly exceuted nnd in rather a decndent Pictish animal style, the
Reay stone is unlikely to be much Tnter than the eighth eentury.  The fine relief
from DPapil, Shetland, found in 1942} also presumably datable to hefore the Viking
aoccupalion, shows n free-stnnding cross probably very early in tho Lona-Scottial
sories.  The Reay pillay might thus he part of the shaft of n cross, though one
has not heen found before in the north.  On the other hand, a cross is prominent
in part of the sculptural design, and we may have a new type of monument, a

sauared pillar-atone.
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Ronpnr B. K. Srpvenson, Keeper of the Musenmn.

See illustrations over page.
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{See Note 1)
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