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NC 82 NE

{Centred NC 866295} Jlut Circles & Enclosures (NR)

Noeelttlement of hul-civeles, field clearance heaps and
Micld banks, stretching for aboul h0Om slonpg the lower
venst nlopes of Kinbrace Hill in whick it in possible Lo
wdentify, by annlopy with Fairhurst's excavalions at
Kilphedir ( NC 91 NE 25)two periods of occupation. The
first consints of simple huts associated with field cloar-
‘mee heaps, and dates from about 500 BC.  The second
connists of al lenst one strongly built hut, porsibly a
rebuild of one of Lhe earlier type, nsnocinted with field
wialls nnd datineg from about 130 IC.

The simple huts, mont of which were found by F1 whose vini
anccurred after heather-burning, number about twelve, and
some are not true circles. They concist of enrth and
“tone banka O.9m in mayimum height and #m to 15m in
dinmeter. At leant nix hnve entrances in the wenst, the
others being in the SE.

The Inter type of hul occurs at N 86817962 (Hut 'A') and
Hasoexcavaled by Ciurle in 1910, It in aimont identical
with Kilphedirs Hot v being oval 9.1m by 0. 6m internnlly
with n paved entrance passape Sy lonrr in the SE.  The
stene-faced walln vary from 2,4m ko 7. 2m in thickness and
Qurde ddentified a souterrain or mural pallery in the

wenl walle  Ilis execavalion produced Tinds of coarne potlery
and part of a lignite armlet which he donated Lo the NMAS
fhee Ho BD hho-oj. Adijoining the hut on Lhe NE. and
connected by n possibly necondary entrance, are the remnine
of 2 amall oblong enclosure. As ! Kilphedir,a bank
arpronches {he hut enbvance from the west at a dntance

of only a {rw feel from the hut. Anothier possible hut of
Hhis type ocowrs al HC 86887968 (hyt ‘N where a large
rreen mound, oulside the entrance on the SW, may indicate
the presence of a noulerrain. The irreguinrly shnped
fields are enclosed by courses of stones, rarth and stone
banks, or Jow, spread turf banks whone average height is

j!I().’;m but on the westl nide of the rond, townrds the north,

Liey reach a maximom height of m.

]
A NG 86812962 34 a turf mound with a lhm by Zm by O.%m deey
depreseion whish RUAIM thought might be a kiln. At
MO BEEH2928 e a alight deprension 2m in diameter and
Hedm odrvn, bapked on the 5Womide, which niso resembion n
Yiln,

This settlement comprises fourteen stone-walled hute, but
since the previous field investigator's vieit, the aren
to the E of the rond has been ploughed nnd afforeasted,
mutilating and obscuring all features except hubts 'A' and
"B'e 'A', nm dencribed above, ig new covered by heather
wmicd turf,

"B measures internally W, 0m sswonng by 11.0my it in
selointo the flope in the NE, where Fle floor in 1, 5
below the top of the wall Gearp. . The wall is approximate-
Ty 5.0m thick in the HW, widening Lo B.om nt the entrance
e the S5W are, ab the woet side of which the possible
sonterrain is localed.  The cntrance unusually wide nt
t.my dis blocked by n nmnall henther-covered mound of
ncertain purpone, ponsibly A clearnnce henp.




balow o )
e hubs decoribediare on the W gide of the read, wn{fect-
~d by nffaresbation. 'O i~ G.0m in diameler withinp »

w11, whose 5W half has nn inner fnce of nlmest conliguous
siabs on edpge.  The wall appears Lo have heen 2. hm broad.
Pie nyabable entronce. nov ctonn-choked,in 15 Lhe Wo "D
St 'R Gave intesnnl diameievs nf GL.0m nnpd W.0m respect-
veiy, wibh o wnlls aoproximabely 2 8w wide. Bolltoare
cnlered frem the W.o  'F' s ceverely mnubtilated but appears
~otur?

[ nnve measurec aooab 10.0m in diameber within
Syererows wail about redm widr. Sevaral inper and ouled
apripght facang stones are axposed incinding four porvial

clnbﬁ AF thpe sholed pnbrvance in the SE indicating nowall
thicknese of J.7r aerc. A comvartment in tie nevth of
the hubt anay be an original fontwir or it coals indicate
inter ure or mitilation. A lnter wall averiies nnd
Abseures the HW nre (See i1lustration), ' in n very ill-
defined hut visible as n pilatiorm about 1.7.7%m in dinmeter

wilthin n leow.broken, turf caovered wall. Mg obvious
; A

AR

antyanae o vioibhle.

he remains

She twe possible kilna mentioned appeny to be b
~f ciearanae henpn.  The first hne been totnily destroyed
sy doeestry oioupiing.  The revenled sontentsz are typicnl _—

f n clearanse hoap.  The cecond tnan anobhsr olenrance

genp clona Ly b,
Gply vesbipai remainn of the fielfl system murvive in tne
Foreet B of the rond and ihe asnsocintion between it anc
(he hutes is obscured.  On the W side of the road there
arn annr or bwo clearance heaps and noae Jynchels.  There
(i an unngnally weli-preserved gysben of field walls
grviving peaernily oo aingio ilnen of bouviders onr
~dpa.  These appenr conbemporary with the huts bnt there ir
inwecraion of dster walls apsociated with run-rig. There
wrp cultivation nlote  vieible, averrze nsize 25.0m by
15.0m.

Cublinhed survey (6") revised.
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ONCTHE EX QBXATION ofF TWwo 1er
OF RKILTHN AN SUTIRL AN DEHIR E,
EALRTH HOUSE ANNEXTH B

CIMCLES IN O THE STRATH
RN ED OF AWHICHE Has AN
AMLEXANDERET O CUORLE, Sevreine gy

Thatiny miv survey of the aneient monuments of the enunty of

Bathertand in the summer of 1900 1 was mnel impressed by the
The

tenee of such ohpeets hias been naded Trom time {n time, espre

extenovttiirt nnmber of  hut eireles te he aeen there

atlv in relation to W forts and ather constroctions of o delonsive
character, but there is Little mfornation an regard fo them i e’
vednmes of v Proceedtugs. o Seotland wo antiqnary so far has

T 1860

Mo dohn Stuart, then Seeretary of this Society, rondneted exeava-

made these interesting pemming a0 speein] snbjeet ol study

tonsan g nmnher of hut ciieles and wdjneent monnda on Balnabroeh,
Iaeish of Wickmichae], Perthabive, L with alnst nepative 1esnits
Much ehorion? was fonnd an Phe Ooors of the former, and in one
mrtanee a frapient of branze Iile the pin of & braeeh? - G the
Coallow BRI At Suebterleas, Abepdeenshipe, obthers (i(‘ﬂlln“.r'u‘ e

custivaiaon, alane with mannds in therr neas vicinity, were decerihed

. u- o " N
E k .Hi 1571 bv My dsmes Fovrest
S

wlirpred woned wero ool noene bt eirels

Aachterless Ouanntities of ashes ard

and o hale in Lo contre

abont T foot by dinmeetor w20 feed i depths iy whieh wos sone
deenved woud T e oaeveral pgonnds, ﬂ'm!\]m"w[ ol «tone sl eartd,
ail situnied near Che cueles, were found vns of the cinerars

sectomie ol winied ace now o e possewnon of Mre Dol Ponhas,

Aedeeredll Mol

Har oireles in e Bouith of Boodand have afteaeted ovineh

attention ol the dahours of the Explovation Commitiee of the
brevanshire Arelawologies]l Society extendine over a number of venrs,
{hat

thev are dueilines of the Faoly Bronze 1f not of the Late Neolithic

s thase ol Dhartmoar, have dearonstrat ed there, af fenst,

el Exeavatiens in the dsland of Avgbeses condncted by tde
[ frwen Standes as Jong aen as 1865 led to a sinular ennelusion

fn Suthesiand thev exisd for the most part by the sides of the stiaths
{onnmre the nadtaal herhwavs jnte the inderior, by (he sliores of the
Pl aned an the siopes of the Tl obtenc at an clevnlion of ame Hoo
s fept

Fhe vaseiy of pian et vathois copsaderablbe and peentiae features
are et anfregientiy pestricted o dneln oeeairenee te lnated areas

iv ne eame 1o {hs more evadent than oy dhe Stath of b

i
any rarth hinoes
Whide

others s existence g5 cleaclv indieated by s

where, in severn! inefapees ar underorannd wallerae

@

{=zia- a0 popt ol the plsn 1w ar dhree cases e eartl,

homse ae geepesthle an
peenlar inevease. on oone sile ondy of the it civele, in the diinen.
srons of the hank which formed o As 2 rde, the hank inits present
dibrpilated state, and overgrown with vecetation, measiios sone
O feet e & deet o beeadth, hot i fhe ingtanees peleped o8 line
pobeadtl ol 90 Teeto o are, and a0 heteht of | feet 10 6 feet fog
aliat ape dhivd of the cirenmference,

Sitnated near the npper end of the steatho of Killonan at (he oot
of Kimbiace I sl sonme fifte vande S of the cultivated fand at
vhele (hoo 1) (Noo 352 of the Tnventory of the
Ancient Muammments of Savhieg]ady

Burnfont, is o hat
in Jorm the interior is oval,
measnring some 300 feet in brendth Lie 85 fect in leneth tnwayde e

eabranee, which is from the S17

The passnee Teading ta the miteog
1505 foet o longth, some b feet wide o1 the exterior, and 2 Teef at 1he
s end The (hieknese ol the ok or wall s some B feef, where
oprajects antsavds on either side of e prassnge and about 11 frel

on the east side af (e efeely

On the wesl s some 0 el ek

wess for (he fipst 149 feet hon the entranes, whenee it ]:|pil”‘.' (‘*.]m:nl«

foowidtl of 21 fert, deetemsine thevenfter 1o 8 foef al the hack of

the circle. On the N.K., abutting on the outer face, i= 2 mnnll ohlonoe

enelosure, the banks of which nie neh worn down. AL nn histant

date the hank or wall has bheen much dilapidated by the remaval of

stones, probahbly for romd metal, but no earth henae has heen

(‘X[mszr‘(l‘

During my residence in the North last swomer [ wae given an

H

’ NC 82 NE 1

nppnrtunif:_y hy Mr S_\'kr}s, the shooting tenant of Borrohel, and now
n Fellow of the Society, to eaplore this circle.  The permission of
Hia Grace e Duke of Ruthedand h’n‘ing bren obtained, we staried
operations on a eold stormy day in e I_wr-;,-innin;.: of September. The
time at iy dispasal did not permit. of n t.hnrr‘mgh expmination, sn
thie tasks T set muyeell were to ascertain if an earth honse really existed
beneath the broad poctinn of the bank, and 1o examine a part of 1he
intrrior in the hope of finding rome fragments of potiery that might
furnish an mdieation of the pariod to which the strueture helonged.
Clercing an area nbeut 10 feed, aquare near the eentre, we found al a
depth of anme 16 inches below the present ground-level a stone-paved
fioor.  From this came n small quaniity of charcoal and minute {rap-
inents of burnt bone, but no refics el importance. An excavalion made
sinng theinner face of the bank on the W.side showed that it had heen
faced with lnrge stones, and produced a small fragiment of eonrse band-
made pottery, red in colour en the ontside, and much blackened in
the interor. The frapment, which is unornamented, measures hall
anarch in ihickness, and has avidently been o portion of the wall of
n large vessel broken ofl at the base.  As this entting failed to lncate
the entranee 4o an eartl honse, as T had haped, T was campeiied 1o
dig inte the mound. T had previonsiy been much disturbed, and
many inrge stones Iny exposed in pockets dug into it on the top aud
the tomer Tace AL fis thickest

abn point, where 1 thought the

Laelr of thn earth house mighf oncur, o hede was dog o frem the

cutaide, bt theugh a bailt wall was et no trace of the pallers

wae Tnnnd Dwdging, then, that e enfeanee would prabably be
other hut cireles, an excavation
left. of

or thereby frem the inuer end of the main enternes, and here, as

in & position smilar to that an

was made ko the bank on the the wterior some 30 fert,

the searcli was being relinguished at the close of the aflernoon,

The warkman had dug o pit some 3 4ot

the gallery was found.
fret deep and the same i diameter, {tum the hottom of which his
apade had passed horizenially Dnwards, i,is:hling a candle and
entering, the walle, built of honlders, were found to be intact, and
A talua of loose aoil
“hed at 20 feret

the inner extremifs the width

the greal slaba which foried the vool 1 sifu.

stretehed wearly to the back, which was e from
3 s

where the gallery was enfered. A

[ert G

was 4 fent and the height b mehes  As the

[erf

apen g
fars nf the

the original length of the vurth hovse must have Deen Tenger by

dimcoversd some 4 or 4 [rom the inner hank,

that exteni, and the depth ae which it was fnund indreates that
Howas dug ont ol the salid pround, atherwize the wall of honliders

canbd with dificolty have withistood (he thirust of the ]wll\'_\' flag-

stome roal. Ttis retarkable that, dnstesd of prssing (o the right

under the pgreat haunk swiiell anpgestod dis existence, it tored

towards the left. Unfevinnateis, fime did not permit of ns either
clearing aut the pallery ot making 2 cut throngh the mound tn
cee i poorecone] earth hese Baed existed there, hoth of which P
tions wonkd have ipvalved mueh Inbony, The npening was therefore
filled up again, as it was dangerous {a leave il opan, and we had
reluctanty to bequeath the completion of the exploration to other
hands at some future dale,

On roroving the turf from the main entrance, and from the inferjor
mal within o, fuether sude paving was laid hare and another frag-
nent of pollery recovered. This wes a smail portion of e Iip of
n wessel of thiek black ware with a smnath sarface, also apparently
hand-made. In the composition of bath these fragents of pot nr‘c
many winute flakes of inica, suggesting that the vessels were of Joenl
The

enly ather relies recovered were n round sandstone pehlde, measuring

mannfactore, the tock of the district. being micaceons sehist.

snpeficialle 6 by 5 ineher, elightly eoncave, ond pelished with b
bing on one face also s segmeat of an annidn atmlet of unpolished
lignate amonnting to abont one-thitd of the oviginal.  Tn section it

e flat o oone side and elightly rounded on the ather, and is much
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mazked with ents made with o blant tacl. The dinmeter of the

simisl when comrpleie | e abont A ineiben 10 was pirkeo ur
s bae topoof the iticirned rorion of the haode, and hadd probabis

cren Beraged Lip DV op rnbhat

These geiies ace few opnd oof litkie viliye, wat Thev ape probahis
saliesent fo nrave St Uijs elras of hat cirele belongs 1o 1he porard
i the Tarle Tron spe. Shads or Symide o8 a prednet ai the dietrier,
s de to he femnd an the shore ueny Ryora. and tinge o srndele of
stowere {ound in o the hrochs of Carrol and Carn Linth, re well ae p
e erueiforn eaeih banse ai Cubmadiv, near Tlhe flonad

The noitesy ond the fragment o an apnier bave been depaaited

m the Myseum, ) e

359, Kinbrace Hill—Situated about 40° I of the road, and some
50 yacds S of the cultivated land at Burnfoot, is a hub circle, The
main enclosuro is oval, measuring interiorly about 30"x 35, with
‘ts cniranes from the S shirough o passage 15 long and about 27 67
wide at tho interier end and 47 af tho exterior. The thickness of
he bank on either side of the enirance vassage towards the outer
and ia 5. Tha breadsh of the bank on She T side of the ~irclo is
about 11 T nos had mueh stons in e composition. Lo tha Wit
is about 9’ in thickness for the firat 19" from the interior ond of the
entrance, whencee it expands rapidiy te a wilth of 24, decreasing
again to 8 at tho NW,, opposito the entrance.  Thig thick bank has
been much broken into and pillaged for stone. Though no earth:
house 15 exposed, from the plan and fhe puber of flat atones laid
bare in the broad parh of iho Dbank 16 posaibly contans one

Abutting on tho eircle on the NI in s simall oblong enclosure.
meastring ahout 377 % 9 widening towares Lthe N Tho oanks are
nach broken dowin  Thore hss oo an anbrance to thas from the
main enclosurs, which may be seeondary.  The bank 15 much broken
down and has been abont 7' thickr.  The whoele circle has been much
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Fra. 48. —IIut Circle, Kinbrage Hill (M. 362),

dilapidated ab a.recent date—Ffor t' ~Yo of stouns.  Some 9 in front
of the entranck, on its 3. side. = 2k some 3 across runs round

towards ' W.oat a diston ant 13 from the isia bank,
and disappesrs, passing worth i bayond the civels (G 48).
Somo H0 yards ENE, o ¢ ‘ i3 anethnr anclosure, 16 I8
circular, with an interior din. S 31 THe entranen, which is
from the 3. or SE. appears to " oaaltero., oad has been wide,
Some 307 .7 he first e wa mons 0 consbroebion, with

1

a danreagion on !l

ey fznp! nrob.’ T,






