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Non-Technical Summary 
 
Stuart Farrell was commissioned by Mr. B Horsnell in April 2005 to undertake an 
archaeological watching brief at Plot 2 An Dubh Ballachulish (NH 0809/5843) as 
part of a house plot. Highland Council Archaeology Unit produced a specification 
for this work. 
 
Work revealed one archaeological feature of a stone drain of an unknown date, 
though probably 19th century in date. 
 
No recommendations for further archaeological work have been made. 
 
 



1. Introduction 
This report is for an archaeological watching brief conducted on behalf of Mr. B 
Horsnell by the author for a house plot and access at Plot 2 An Dubh, 
Ballachulish. This work is to form part of the conditions for planning application 
LO-04-534. 
 
The site is located to the north edge of the village of Ballachulish.  
 
The fieldwork was conducted on the 12th of May 2005. 
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Figure 1 - General Location 1:50,000 
Copyright Ordnance Survey. Licence 100041016. 
 
 

 

 
 
 



Figure 2 – Site Plan 1:400. 
 



Figure 3 – Area of Watching Brief 1:400. 
 

 
 



Figure 4 – Location of Drain 1:400. 
 

 

 



3. Historical Background 
The origins of Ballachulish village principally relate to the slate industry known to 
have been in operation in the 17th century, though settlement has occurred in the 
vicinity since the Bronze Age. 
 
The development site lies to the SE of Cnocan Dubh a fort located at NN 
0799/5851, which is a Scheduled Ancient Monument. The site also is situated to 
the E of another flat hilltop shown on the 1st edition OS to be part of the same 
monument. The fort (NMRS & HSMR NN05NE 6) is a fort of an unknown date, 
though surveyed by the RCAHMS in 1971 almost no traces survive of any of its 
defences (RCAHMS, 1975, 65-66). No excavations have taken place on the fort 
or in its vicinity. The site is described in the NMRS and HSMR as follows: 
 
 ‘NN 0799 5851. On the summit of the more northerly of the two rocky prominences known as 
Cnocan Dubh, are the slight remains of a stone-walled fort. The NE and SE sides are protected by 
sheer rock faces whilst on the south some protection is afforded by a low crescent-shaped scarp. 
Elsewhere, however, the approach is over a grassy slope of only moderate steepness. The fort 
measures internally about 36 metres E-W by 27 metres transversely.  
No trace of any defences are discernible on the eastern perimeter, but it is probable that the fort 
was originally defended by a wall drawn round the whole of the irregular summit area with an 
outwork to restrict progress on the more vulnerable west flank.  
The surviving portion of the main wall is on the west side and appears as a low grass-grown spread 
of core material ranging in width from 0.6 to 2.4 metres. No inner or outer facing stones are now 
visible. A similar band of debris, 1.5 metres in its greatest width, indicates the course of the outer 
wall. The entrance was on the west side and is indicated by gaps in the inner and outer walls 
measuring 1.8 metres and 5.1 metres respectively. The interior is mainly bare rock.  
RCAHMS 1975, visited May 1971. Visited by April 1972’. 
 
 
A previous archaeological watching brief by the author (Farrell 2002) to the E of 
plot 2 for house plot 1 revealed no archaeological features or deposits.  
 
The Ordnance Survey map of 1875 notes the development area to be comprised 
of rough ground. Again nothing is depicted on the 2nd edition of 1900, only open 
ground. Again by the later edition of 1990 nothing is depicted.  
 
A study of aerial photographs held in the Royal Commission on the Ancient and 
Historical Monuments of Scotland, Edinburgh revealed coverage from 1946 to 
1968 but only showing the development area to be only rough ground, with no 
visible archaeological remains. 
 
The site is not mentioned in either the Old or New Statistical Accounts of 
Scotland. Cnocan Dubh literally means ‘small black hill’ (Maceachen, 1960). 
 
 
Conclusions 
Currently there is no indication of the southerly prominence known as Cnocan 
Dubh having any archaeological remains, only that it may only be natural ground. 
 
 
 



4. Objectives 
To conduct a watching brief on the excavation of the development to record 
those features revealed by excavation work. A copy of the specification provided 
by Highland Council Archaeology Unit is enclosed. This work is to include the 
following: 
- Desk based survey 
- Watching brief 
- Report on results 
 
 
 
5. Methodology 
A monitoring was made of the removal of topsoil and subsoil’s to a maximum 
depth of 200mm for the house plot and access area (water and sewage services 
were already onsite, telephone and electricity cables to lie in area of road) to an 
area of c300m². A back-acting machine with a straight edged bucket cleared the 
site with possible archaeological features being cleaned by hand. 
 
Weather on the day of work (12th May 2005) was bright and clear. 
 
 
 
6. Watching Brief Investigation 
The watching brief was carried out in accordance with accepted professional 
archaeological standards as published by the Institute of Field Archaeologists 
(IFA 1999). Over the construction period a suitably qualified archaeologist was 
on site to carry out observations and assessment of the area affected by the 
excavation works.  
 
Site Location 
The site lies in area currently (May 2005) of rough ground, with existing 
services in place for water and sewage. 
 
Results 
A monitoring of the excavation revealed one archaeological feature of a stone 
drain running SWW-NNE of an unknown date. In all an 11.6m length of drain was 
revealed, part excavation revealed it to be 0.4m wide and 12cm deep and 
constructed of flat slate slabs situated on rounded boulders. At its SSW end the 
drain possibly utilised part of an outcrop of bedrock to allow water to enter the 
drain. No finds were made to the drain, which had little or no fill, and may have 
still drained water to a recent date.  
 
Underlying natural was a mixture of slate bedrock (especially in the area of the 
road) some mud clays (in the W side of the house to the base of the nearby 
slope) and some orange-brown gravels. Part of the house site on its E side was 
heavy with root damage due to former trees, and the existing sewage and water 
services. 
 



Below left: View of drain facing NNE – scale 2m. 
Below right: View of drain upon excavation facing SSW – scale 2m. 
 

  
 
 
 
7. Conclusions 
Currently there is no indication of the southerly prominence known as Cnocan 
Dubh having any archaeological remains, only that it may only be natural ground.  
The drain revealed is of an unknown date but possibly may be earlier in date 
than the 19th century, but why it is at this location is unknown as there was no 
indication prior to work commencing that the ground here has ever been 
improved. 
 
 
 
8. Recommendations 
No recommendations with regard any further fieldwork for this project is to be 
proposed due to the limited feature that was revealed, and that probably no other 
features would be revealed with further work. 
 
 
 
9. Archive 
The following is to be deposited in the National Monuments Record in Edinburgh: 
- Notebook of results 
- Copy of this report 
 
A set of colour slides showing the progress of the work has been deposited with 
Highland Council Sites and Monuments Record as well as a copy of this report 
as a PDF file. 
 



10. Discovery & Excavation in Scotland 
A short summary of the results of this project will be submitted to the Council for 
Scottish Archaeology’s publication Discovery & Excavation in Scotland. 
 
 
 
11. References 
 
Farrell, S (2002) Report of Archaeological Watching Brief July 29th - August 8th 2002 
An Dubh, Ballachulish, Highland. Unpublished report – copy held in HSMR. 
 
Highland Council Sites and Monuments database entry for NN05NE 6. 
 
IFA (1999) By-laws, Standards and Policy Statements of the Institute of Field 
Archaeologists. Reading. 
 
Maceachan, E (1960) Gaelic-English Dictionary. Fourth edition. Highland printers Ld. 
Inverness. 
 
National Monuments Record of Scotland CANMORE database entry for NN05NE 6. 
 
NSA (1845) New Statistical Account of Scotland. 
 
OSA (1791-99) Old Statistical Account of Scotland. 

 
RCAHMS (1975) Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments 
of Scotland: Argyll and Inventory of the Ancient Monuments Volume 2 Lorn. 
RCAHMS. Edinburgh. 
 
 
Maps Consulted 
 
Ordnance Survey 1st edition 6inch-mile sheet 30 Argyllshire of 1875 surveyed 1870. 
 
Ordnance Survey 2nd edition 6inch-mile sheet 30 Argyllshire of 1900 revised 1897. 
 
Ordnance Survey 1:10,000 sheet NN05NE of 1990. 
 
 
Aerial Photographs Consulted 
 
RAF CPE/Scot/UK 287  3244--3243 29-8-1947  1:10,000 
 
RAF 58/RAF/802   4245-4246 12-10-1951  1:10,000 
 
RAF 58/RAF/2559   F21/70-71 4-9-1958  1:10,000 
 
OS   OS/68/173    183-182 11-6-1968  1:10,000 
 



Appendix 1 – Photographic Register 
 
1 – View of site prior to excavations facing N. 
 
2 – View of site prior to excavations facing NNW. 
 
3 – View of site prior to excavations facing NNE. 
 
4 – View of excavations in progress facing SW. 
 
5 – View of excavations in progress facing S. 
 
6 – View of drain facing SSW – scale 2m. 
 
7 – View of drain facing SSW – scale 2m. 
 
8 – View of drain facing NNE – scale 2m. 
 
9 – View of drain upon excavation facing SSW – scale 2m. 
 
10 – View of drain upon excavation facing SSW – scale 2m. 
 
11 – View of drain upon excavation facing W – scale 2m. 
 
12 – View of drain upon excavation facing NNE – scale 2m. 
 
13 – View of drain upon excavation facing E – scale 2m. 
 
14 – View of drain upon excavation facing E – scale 2m. 
 
15 – View of drain upon excavation facing E – scale 2m. 
 
16 – View of house plot upon excavation facing S. 
 
17 – View of road upon excavation facing W. 
 
18 – View of house plot upon excavation facing NE. 
 
19 – View of road upon excavation facing E. 
 
20 – View of house plot upon excavation facing N. 
  



 
 



 
 



 



 
 



 
 



 

 


